
of the puzzles to the reporters of these cases. Alcohol
in excess, especially with tobacco, can cause the symptom,
but the ginger-essence drinkers do not appear to have
imbibed enough alcohol to thus account for it; at least
it was not so credited. Now, however, there comes a

report from Baltimore that certain manufacturers or

wholesale druggists have been putting out on the public
an essence of ginger the alcoholic constituent of which
is methyl alcohol, or possibly what is called methylated
>pirit, instead of the more expensive ethyl alcohol, a sub¬
stance which Casey A. Wood1 and others have shown
to be quite capable of producing amblyopia, not merely
when ingested internally, but also when inhaled or

otherwise absorbed in its concentrated form. This, if
true, and it is said that the accusation is backed by
the Medico-Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland, will go
far to account for the misfortunes of the ginger-essence
topers who are said to exist in large numbers in the
dry towns of Maryland, West Virginia and Pennsyl¬
vania. The way of the transgressor whose appetite
for alcohol leads him to indulge in drug substitutes
is hard iu many ways, and this is only one of them.
It is likely, moreover, that the transgressing druggists
may also find themselves embarrassed with damage suits
and a more or less dilapidated reputation.

THE HEALTH OF THE ARMY IN THE PHILIPPINES.
The annual report of Col. Charles R. Greenleaf,

assistant surgeon-general U. S. A. and chief surgeonof the division of the Philippines, contains a number of
interesting facts. He shows that the percentage of non\x=req-\
effectives in the forces has decreased, but he thinks that
sickness and mortality can not be expected to decrease
in the future as the effects of tropical exposure are
cumulative. In cases of reduced vitality from tropicaldiseases, a return to the United States is an imperative
necessity, and this is accentuated by the effects of nos-
talgia and mental strain due to the special character of
the service in the small posts and the assassinating
methods of the insurgents. For want of a better name,
the mental state thus induced is called insanity, but it
is often completely cured by the journey home. It is
evidently a state of neurasthenic depression hardly de-
serving the name of insanity. While somewhat pessim-
istic in tone in some respects the report still gives
encouraging facts. With improved sanitation, Dr.
Greenleaf believes the sickness could be reduced by
nearly one-half; the embarrassments in obtaining this
are due chiefly to the shortage of medical officers—there
are only 233-effective to supply over 400 posts, super¬
vising duties, general hospitals, China details, etc.,
 a king up the remainder of the already inadequate force
eif 336 surgeons in the archipelago. This is one of the
worst features of the situation and is aggravated by
i he unavoidable inexperience of many of the acting
assistant surgeons, who have to fill out the number and
supplement the small number of regular army officers.
Other features of interest in the report are the data as
to prevalent disorders, among which we find that vene¬
real disease, that special scourge of the British army
in the tropics, has only a very subordinate place; the
remarks on the army ration, on leprosy, etc. The report,

while brief, is a most interesting medical document, and
one that is an important contribution to military med¬
ical literature.

1. Jour. A. M. A., xxxiii, p. 1653.

TREATMENT OF CHRONIC CATARRHAL DISEASE OF
THE MIDDLE EAR BY MEANS OF INTRATUBAL

INJECTIONS OF PILOCARPIN.
In many cases of impaired hearing dependent on

catarrhal and adhesive processes in the middle ear, con-

siderable improvement can be effected by patient, per-
sistent and systematic treatment of the nasopharynx and
the ear itself through the Eustachian tube. In some,
however, the auditory defect is extremely resistant, and,
together with tinnitus and other manifestations, may be
a source of great annoyance and distress. Surgical
measures have been proposed in the treatment of such
cases, but the results can not be said to be as brilliant
as the character of the therapeutic procedure would
justify hope of their being. Some twenty years ago
Dr. Adam Politzer, the distinguished Vienna otologist,
recommended subcutaneous injections of pilocarpin
hydrochlorate in the treatment of certain chronic affec-
tions of the middle and the internal ear. A number of
years later he began to make the injections directly into
the ear through the Eustachian tube, instead of beneath
the skin, with good results. Other observers have not
reported equal success, but Fischenich1 summarizes the
results of his experience in 120 cases of various forms
of disease of the middle ear, attended with catarrh,
sclerosis and adhesions. The cases were principally such
as had proved unyielding to other methods of treatment,
and the impairment of hearing tvas generally marked.
The manipulation, which is preceded and followed by
ordinary catheterization, consists in the introduction
into the middle ear, through a large aural catheter, of
an appropriate elastic catheter with a large central open¬
ing, followed by the injection of from 6 or 8 to 10.
12 or 16 drops of a 2 per cent, aqueous solution of pilo¬
carpin hydrochlorate. The injection is immediately fol¬
lowed by vertigo and pain, which, however, soon sub¬
side. The number of injections varies between thirty
and fifty, in accordance with the severity of the case.
The course of treatment is to be concluded by a series
of insufflations of air. The resulting improvement often
continues after the treatment has been suspended.
THE INJURIOUS CONSTITUENTS OF POTABLE SPIRITS.

Inasmuch as all forms of spirit ordinarily drunk
contain ethylic alcohol in common and largely, the vary-
ing effects to which they give rise qualitatively must be
due to the presence of other substances. Among these
are aldehyd, compound ether, fusel oil, and certain vola-
tile basic bodies. These are present\p=m-\andmore particu-
larly the aldehyd\p=m-\inlarger amount in raw than in
matured spirit; and it is probably for this reason, among
others, that ripe spirit is preferred and that its use is
followed by less unpleasant secondary effects. Some
experimental observations recently recorded by Brunton
and Tunnicliffe,2 go to confirm the opinion that the
especially troublesome effects of intoxication with spirits
is due not so much to the ethylic alcohol as. in part at

1. Berliner Klin. Woch., 1900, No. 40, p. 1033.
2. The Lancet, Dec. S, 1900, p. 1653.
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